How to Evaluate Sources: The CRAP Test

In the past, we had a low quantity of high-quality information. In today’s world we have a constant and instantaneous news cycle that generates a massive amount of information of varying quality. As informed citizens, we need tools to sort through the piles of information to ensure we are using credible sources to find reliable information. During this global pandemic, it is imperative that we use solid information to make informed decisions about this issue. 

To begin we will work to evaluate a source that we know is high quality. As a class you will work together to analyze a high-quality news source using the CRAP test graphic organizer. After you have practiced evaluating a high-quality news source, you can use this example to help you analyze sources of unknown quality as you do your research.

Currency: 
· Is the research current enough for your topic, or is it outdated?
· How recently has the website/information been updated?
Reliability:
· What kind of information is included in the resource? 
· Is it based on evidence and statistics, or is it “padded” with large vocabulary but really has no substance? 
· Is the content of the source based primarily in opinion? 
· Does the author provide references or research sources for data and/or quotations that they use?
Authority:
· Who is the creator/author? 
· What are their credentials? 
· Does the author possess “authority” to speak and/or write about their topic? 
· Who is the publisher and/or sponsor of the research?
· Are there advertisements on the website? If so, there is a chance that it’s not a reliable source because it’s receiving its funding through private donors, which sometimes lends itself to biased information that is presented. 
Purpose/Point of View:
· Is the research source based on evidence or opinion? 
· Is it biased? 
· Is the creator/author trying to sell you something? 

