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Our Knowledge of COVID-19 Over Time 
Like you experienced in the footprints activity, information about COVID-19 has been slowly and steadily uncovered over time. As new information was uncovered, scientists have changed their hypotheses and recommendations. In this activity you will trace how what scientists learned, believed, and recommended changed over time as they learned new information.  
Procedure:  
1. Think back to a time when you changed your mind. What did you believe before? What do you believe now? Why did you change your mind? Write your response here: 
 
 
2. Using the timeline you’ve been provided, look for examples of scientists learning new information about the topic you’ve been assigned. 

3. Answer the reflection questions below. 
 
1) What was an example you found of scientists revising their hypotheses and/or recommendations? What was their hypothesis? What is their hypothesis now?



2) What new evidence led to scientists revising their hypothesis? Why did scientists need to revise their hypothesis based on this evidence? 



3) How might our understanding and response to the COVID-19 pandemic be different if scientists did not revise this hypothesis? 



4) Why do scientists revise their hypotheses? How does revising a hypothesis over time strengthen scientific knowledge?  



5) Knowing what you know about how and why scientists change their minds over time, how would you respond to the following quote? 

“Why should I trust scientists? They’ve changed their mind so many times. It’s clear they don’t know what they’re talking about!”  


	
	
	



